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God’'s Work — Our Hands. Our Feet. Our Voices.

How will you use your gifts?

When God created the heavens and the earth, God hadra visio
for how the creatures and the plants would interacthamnd

each would care for the other. While sin entered themg@and much
that God intended was broken or distorted, God still hasi@n for the
wonder that is the earth and its residents.

Part of that vision is you. God has brought you lifé given you gifts
to enhance your life, to use in your work, and to bring God'sdihgs

. to others.
We invite you to

explore how God is 5 @&y of saying “Thank you" to God for

_ all of this, we all seek to know how best to

calling you to USe  ghare our gifts. There are many ways to do
the talents, ideas this, both within and beyond the walls of our
and abilities you congregation and even beyond the bounda-

) ries of our communities.
have been given.

As you give thanks to God and ask God to
reveal God’s vision to us here at St. John’s, we inatetp explore
how God is calling you to use the talents, ideas and abiljou have
been given. Are there ministries you might like §&@trAre there new
ministries you feel God would have us do here? Are timmestries in
our community you feel God is leading us toward?

As you reflect and pray for discernment of God's calisas a congre-
gation and to you individually, please indicate your urtdedings on
the Time and Abilities sheet you will receive this montbu may also
share your insights and “holy nudges” directly with Bagtathy,

Muriel or Donna Beck, chair of the Stewardship CommitRlease
return your sheet by October 3-4. They will be dedicateeaship

that weekend.

Later, you will be asked to express your thanks to Gaxuith your
monetary commitment. Again we invite you to prayerfabk God to
guide you in these decisions.

God’s Work — Our Hands. Our Feet. Our Voices.
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We call, God answers

Worship of God is a call and responseWecall on God for mercy
lifelong practice. and having received that mercy, vespond in
There is comfort in its ritespraise God for being God. Each week no matter
and traditions, and renewalhe day or setting, our worship follows this call
in its practice. Why do we and response.

: do what we do when we
gather each week at St John’s?

For example, Kyrie Eleison (which literally
means Lord have mercy) is followed by our

We come to be touched by God, to hear God'dymn of praise. We seek God, hear Goq’s
Word, and experience God made real in JesudVord, then having heard again that God's story

And our worship, grounded in Word and SacraS ©Ur storywe respondo praise God for who
ment, brings the Word of God, which is Jesus God is and what God in Jesus has done for us —

with how we live our livedVe call on Godcon-
fessing our need for God, afbd responds with
First, the gift of Word and Sacrament is from Godself in Jesysvho becomes the very meal
God. As Lutheran Christians, we believe Jesusvhich God offers us. Finallyye call on God to
Christ is the living and abiding Word of God. sustain usn this troubled world as we go out,
These gifts of Word and Sacrament we refer tandGod’s response is to give us God'’s Holy
as "the means of grace." They are the meansSpirit to accompany us always.

ways, the heart of God comes to us Neither is
complete without the other.

Christ, to usWe call, God answers

We call, God responds. God calls, we respond.

St John’s has had the pattern of alternating its'" € coming weeks, pay extra attention to what
emphasis on these “means” between Serviced¥§t do in worship. You'll notice that when we
Word (non-communion) and Services of Holy worship with a Service of the Word, we will put
Communion. One week we gather at God's tgmore emphasis on God’s Word made real in Je-

ble—(the sacrament of the altar) and celebrat&US Christ. We will make use of a scripture-

Holy Communion. The following week we worPased call to worship, more sung response, and

ship with a Service of the Word. get more glimpses of the Gospel in children’s
messages — which admittedly are as much for

Neither is complete without the other. Our hyms adults as children! Services of Holy Com-

nal has 10 settings of Holy Communion, and munion will teach of God’s work for us in Jesus
only one alternate Service of the Word. God ugdsist by expanding the liturgy of table, and the
every and all means to come to us, to bring great thanksgiving for the saving work of Jesus.

God’s presence amongst us. As we relearn and _
focus on these means of grace, we recall the &5-We Worship and work together as people of St

ries of God's love for us in God's Word as it iSJohn’s, we recall the ancient story. But it ceases
read, sung, proclaimed and prayed. We celebf88€ ancient when it lives in us. And dear

in Holy Communion once again that our story {§ends — God's Word is a living Word. It is
God's story — for us. alive, for you andin you.

It's important to note that our whole lives are aAnd our response? Thanks be to God!
pattern of worship — call and response. In a
sense, the worship of a Christian is a lifetime of Pastor Kathy
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Wedding

Congratulations to Clinton
Markley and Desirae Albertson
who were married at St. John’s
on September 19.

CROP Walk

The annual CROP Walk will be
held Sunday, October 4, at
Ahrens Park (north shelter buil

ing). The event starts with regis;

tration and refreshments at 1
p.m. The walk starts at 1:30 p.
You can walk or sponsor a

walker. An informational table is

set up in the narthex.

Covenant Conversation Il
An informal conversation about
the decisions at the 2009

Churchwide Assembly in Augusltl)I

will be held at 7 p.m. Monday,
October 19, in the Meeting
Room. On hand will be Pastor

New group forming
The first meeting of a new group

rat St. John’s will take place at 5

p.m. Sunday, October 11, in the
Fellowship Hall. The new group
is targeted toward those ages 25-
40s. (For now, the group is

called Young Gens.) Pizza will
be ordered and discussion will be

Oll_1e|d about ideas for future gath-

erings. Children are welcome.
Childcare will be available; the
suggested cost is $2 per child. .

or more information, contact
Karla Mae Elling. If you are un-
able to attend on October 11,
watch for future events and plan
to join in.

Needed at MICA

ems needed at MICA in Octo-
er are boxes of instant potatoes
and powdered milk. A collection
basket is located in the narthex.

David Cline of Des Moines, one
of the voting delegates from OUBjshop Burk has a Blog!

synod. Brief summaries of ac-

tions taken at the assembly is '

Bishop Michael Burk is continu-

posted on several bulletin board@9 & blog he started at the

in the church.

First Wednesday

A trip to Carroll's Pumpkin
Farm is planned for the
October 7 First
Wednesday program
for elementary-age
kids. Volunteers are always wel
come!

Churchwide Assembly. You can
find it on the synod website —
www.seiasynod.org

Church finances to date
Comparison of our offerings and
our budget through August.
Budget to date:$170,090
Expenses to date$159,752
Offerings to date $143,219
Offerings vs. budget ($26,871)
Offerings/expenses($16,533)

THANK YOU

A big round of applause and thanks
to everyone who helped install the
new chairs in our sanctuary: Marga-
ret Amo, Scott Bosse, Addy Han-
son, Alec Henderson, Kyle Irland,
Nancy Locker, Brandon Mikel,

Keith Osland, Zach Osland,
Amanda Osland, Bob Roys and
Russ Schuchmann. Please note
more than half the volunteers in-
volved in this project were middle
and high school-aged youth! We
have some of the nicest, brightest,
most helpful young people in the
state of lowa right here at St. John’s
Lutheran in Grinnell. | am so grate-
ful to all of you for your hard work.

Lisa Henderson

Thanks to the Fellowship Commit-
tee, the Education Committee and
all who helped with the congrega-
tional brunch on Rally Sunday,
September 13.

Thank you to Russ and Mary
Schuchmann for donating the
“Welcome Grinnell College Stu-
dents” banner that was placed in the
church lawn during orientation and
the first week of classes.

Many thanks to Donna Beck for
dining and refinishing the wooden
bookcase that is now in the Adult
Forum room.

Fighting hunger

A total of $2,612 was raised at St.
John’s for the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal. Thank you to everyone
who contributed.
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GETTING
ACQUAINTED

Vicki Dillon

Vicki Dillon was baptized, con-
firmed and married at St. John’s.
Years later, she is still involved. She
was elected in June to a two-year
term as secretary of the Council of
Ministers. She did the job once be-
fore (late '80s) and has also served
church treasurer (early '90s).

A lifelong resident of Grinnell, Vicki
graduated from Grinnell High
School, attended AIB in Des Moines

Tanzania to Grinnell

At worship on Saturday, October 10, we have a wonderful oppbytuni
to see and hear about the Lutheran church worldwide. Hastar
Mshana from our companion synod in Tanzania will held tba ser-
vice and be our guest for a potluck afterward.

Pastor Mshana is one of three clergy from the Payeede who are
spending two months in the Southeastern lowa Synod aefpart
“Crossing Borders” project sponsored by our synod and theeCtor
Renewal at Grand View University in Des Moines.

The project is aimed at helping us learn how God is ak woother
parts of the world, at encouraging us to live out ouhfateveryday
life, and at empowering us to share our faith with ather

“We expect that we will be able to see and experidasas through
totally different eyes,” our synod office says.

Pastor Mshana is assistant to the bishop of the Pace&®, with re-
sponsibilities for Christian education and youth. He bega working
life by studying business at Dar es Salaam British Talt@ollege,
then establishing a business and later working for an insucamce

L pany. After attending seminary in Tanzania, he has pastor of sev-

eral congregations and served as principal of Usangi Traamdg
Leadership College. He became assistant to the bishop in12603.
married and has six children, ages 18-33.

and has worked for 37 years as a le-

gal secretary at the Brierly and Chart

netski law firm downtown. (The
same job for 37 years? “l love the
work,” Vicki says. “There’s always
something different.”)

Vicki and her husband, Fred, have
two sons, Jason and Troy. Both are
married and work at Jeld-Wen in
Grinnell. Jason and wife Karen have,
four children and live in Grinnell.
Troy and wife Jessica are expecting
their first child in February. They
live in Pleasant Hill. Vicki’'s mother,
Rosalie Hartzell, is a longtime mem-
ber of St. John's

Vicki enjoys reading and attending

her grandchildren’s athletic events.
“I've never done much in sports but
go to a lot of (sports) activities.”

This is the first in a series of brief
profiles of members of the Council o
Ministers at St. John’s.

f

News from the Council of Ministers

Highlights of the Church Council meeting on September 8

Council members voted to contribute $500 from the emergenegvees
fund to the Southeastern lowa Synod’s “Building for Hueure” cam-
paign to raise money to establish an endowment fomseynscholar-
ships and to repair the synod office building in lowa Qitgmbers of
the congregation will be invited to contribute individyaflthey wish.

A committee will be formed to look into purchase of a cwarcial
dishwasher. Fred and Vicki Dillon have done preliminasearch..

WORSHIP: Thanks was expressed to everyone who helped with the
outdoor (really indoor) worship service and with moving thepand
installing the chairs for the sanctuary accessibilitygmto

EDUCATION : The Sunday School calendar is also posted on the
church website.

YOUTH : Possible involvement in the CROP Walk on October 4 and
the next Kids Against Hunger food-packaging effort in Novembe

SERVICE: Mary and Russ Schuchmann and Kelly Rose have volun-
teered to coordinate this year’s community Thanksgiving dinner
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
Welcome Team:Sue McDonough, Virginia Billman
Reader: Sandy Falck

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

Acolyte: Eli Dunne

Greeters: Addy Hanson, Irene Morrison

Reader. Austin Elling

Communion Assistants: Jim and Sara Hegg Dunne
Fellowship: Jim and Molly Urfer, Sue McDonough

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
Welcome Team: Bob and Sandy Falck
Reader. Verna Gerrish

Communion Assistant: Gary Cook

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

Greeter: Ray Parker, Jack Templeton

Reader. Pam Ashing

Fellowship: Nancy and Brian Heineman, Becky Wilson

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
Welcome Team Brian and Nancy Heineman
Reader. Brian Heineman

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Acolyte: Chance Windburn
Greeter: Brenda Mikel

Reader. Ashley Mikel
Fellowship: Junior Youth

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Welcome Team Gary Cook, Christopher Weir
Reader. Ed Hatcher

Communion Assistant Bob Falck

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Chelsey and Mark Kolpin
Reader. Loren Kolpin
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Keeping one another healthy

The staff and the Worship Committee share the concerns
about the spread of seasonal flu and the possible outhireak o
H1N1 virus. At its September 9 meeting, the committee dis-
cussed our worship setting and worship practices — and
ways to keep each other healthy.

Here are some suggestions:

If you're not feeling well, stay home. If you've hadeaér,
stay home until you are fever-free for 24 hours.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, or cough into
your elbow, not your hand.

Wash your hands frequently and thoroughly. Use hand sani-
tizers when soap and water are not available.

If you don’t feel comfortable shaking hands during worship,
don'’t feel obligated to do so. You can participate in Bigar
the Peace with a smile and the words of greeting. Iresom
congregations, members touch their own fingertips together
in a prayerful gesture, nod to the other and say, “Peace b
with you.”

Get flu vaccines appropriate to your age and situation.
(Information on community clinics and who should get a
seasonal flu vaccination and, when available, a vaema
for HIN1 virus are posted on church bulletin boards and
elsewhere in the community.

Bottles and individual packets of hand sanitizer have been
placed at various locations in the church building. bsent
whenever you need them.

Communion Assistants:Sue McDonough, Molly Urfer
Fellowship: Anita and Tom Ford, Pam Ashing

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
Welcome Team Ted and Nancy Urfer
Reader. Gladys Booth

Communion Assistant Bobbie Kahler

USHERS ON SUNDAY:Jim Urfer, Fred Englanthead
ushers)Norm Erickson, Ray Parker, Becky Wilson,
Jimmy Pinkerton

NURSERY: (Oct. 4) Scott Bosse(11) Renee Beach;
(18) Tammie Van Hammg25) Dorothy Wade

OFFERING COUNTERS: J. and N. Dunn, Craig Weir

ALTAR GUILD

October 1-October 13 — Karen Ashby

Month of October — Karen Klug Frischmeyer
October 13-November 10 — Nicole Behrens

Adult Forums in October

This month we continue our fall Adult Forum serieletit
“Welcoming the Stranger.”

October 4 and 11
Islam
led by Muriel

October 18
Immigration and Postville, lowa
led by Muriel

October 25 and November 1

Judaism

October 25 led by Pastor Kathy
November 1 led by Rabbi Howard Stein

The Adult Forum meets at 10:45 a.m. Sundays in the Adult
Education Room on the lower level. Everyone is welcome.
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Rides available

If you need a ride to a medical appoin
ment or in an emergency, call Norm
Erickson, who is coordinating our tran
portation ministry.

He can be reached at 236-6902.

October 1
5- Cara Locker

October 2
Everett Gerrish
Rebecca Jasch
Terri Nath

Confirmation Class

A mini-retreat for the Confirmation Class will
be held Saturday, October 10, at Pilgrim
Heights near Montour. Chad Nath, who heag
the Youth Committee, will join Pastor Kathy
in leading the retreat.

Revelations and hope

The Center for Renewal and Grand View Un
versity in Des Moines will host a School of
Ministry at 7 p.m. Monday, October. 19, in
the Rasmussen Center for Community Ad-
vancement Professions on Grand View’s cal
pus. In a world where images from The Boo}
of Revelation are so often used in fearful ang
destructive ways.

The Rev. Carrie Lewis La Plante, associate
pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Indi
nola, will lead a workshop that looks at the
images of hope that John of Patmos intende
for his readers. Cost for the workshop is

October 3
Fred Dillon
Joel Martinek
Tim Pearce

S Trudy Tish

October 4
Richard Beck

October 5
JoAnne Blankenfield
Nicholene Masuku

i- Amy Ringler
October 6

Jenny Bauman
Jason Dillon

" October 7
i Perre Pedersen

October 9
Jarrett Rose

_October 10
Bev Huebner
. Mike Schaeffer

oD

[- to our baptized members who have birthdays in October

October 11
Sandy Falck
Rachel Pinkerton
Molly Urfer

October 12
David Billman
Tyler Brown

October 13
Irene Rohrssen

October 18
Mary Lamb
Nancy Urfer

October 21
Karen Ritter

October 22
Danielle Nowasell

October 23
Seth Gustafson

October 26
Jocelyn Hartzell Brown
Gary Cook

October 27
Pastor Kathy

October 29
Noah Furness
Nathan VanderLeest

$10. You may register by contacting Jane
White at 515-263-6008 or
jwhite @grandview.edu

Grief Support Group

Getting to know you....

Getting-To-Know-You gatherings in our congregation have
been scheduled for morning, noon and night (literallgt) b

A Grief Support Group will be held from 5:30 tween October 4 and October 17. By now, everyone at St.
to 6:30 p.m. Mondays starting October 12 arjdJohn’s should have received a phone call inviting them to

running through November 16. Meetings will
be held at the Grinnell United Methodist
Church, 916 Fifth Ave. Call 236-2418 to reg-
ister or if you have questions. Sponsor is
Grinnell Regional Hospice.

involved.

join one of the groups for a time of conversation — aadl f

A total of 19 people volunteered to be the hosts and do the
calling. Thank you all! For those who cannot attend the
gathering planned by your caller, Fred England and Sue
McDonough will host a group at 9 a.m. Tuesday, October
13, at Godfather’s downtown. We hope everyone will get
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REFORMATION

SUNDAY
OCTOBER25

What's happening at St. John’s?
What would YOU like to happen?

All students in grades 5-12 and their parents are invitadget-acquainted and planning
meeting at noon Sunday, October 11, in the Youth ActivityrRoa the third floor. Chad
Nath, a new member of St. John’s who is heading the YoothnGttee, would like to
meet the youth of St. John’s and their parents, and disdeias of youth trips, service
projects and special activities.

Lunch will be provided.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Chh&86-4533.



