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When we call, God answers

Word and Sacrament

When my sister in Word and the Sacraments of Christ's institution.

law was married, Think about it like this. God’s Spirit gathers us
the priest did something atin this place. God speaks to us through the
the rehearsal that | will al- Word, preaching, prayer, and song. God feeds
ways remember. and nourishes us in a saving way. Finally, God

Instead of rehearsing a processional where tHiesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

attendants all came in single file, the priest and@aken together, the Word proclaimed and the
the wedding party followed the acolyte carryingacraments — both Holy Baptism and Holy

the Christ candle. Everyone approached the afammunion — are called the means of grace.
together. We believe that Jesus Christ is present in these
means through the power of the Holy Spirit.
§ometimes we describe worship as a “gathering

At first | thought it a lack of ritual or planning,
but he explained the process and idea this wa
we spend our whole lives seeking to come clo&pund the means of grace.”

to God, and we do so with all the saints, in corfhis is a way of saying that we trust that God is
munity. genuinely present with us in baptism, in preach-

When we approach God's table, it represents g and in sharing the bread and wine of Holy
continual yearning for and desire for God, untifcommunion.

at the final time when we are brought down th&t that sense, Lutherans believe that God’s pres-
aisle by a community who carries us to God’s ence permeates all of Christian worship.

altar for a final blessing, again in white. (They'Each weekend as we come seeking to draw
like we at St John’s, cover a casket with & fu- ¢joser to God, we will remember all the saints

neral pall that represents the cleansing waterspi; have gone before, all the saints gathered to-
baptism that made us a part of God’s beloved gether — and God will meet us there, in Word
family). Then we are united with God fully and, 4 sacrament.

finally in life after death. _ _
Sacrament are the physical signs of the unseen

Our whole lives are a continual coming to and ;.o mise. Sacraments are rites of the church that
returning to that font. God meets us in the Woégnvey God's forgiveness, life and salvation
and Sacraments. through words and physical means.

I will always remember that explanation, for it \nnen we call, God answers.

brought to life what we do in worship. Into a
world of yearning, brokenness, and sin, Jesus
Christ’s presence brings life. God has promised
to come to all through the means of grace: the

See you in worship.

Paskathy
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L\ = New associate members
ﬁ lz u " D Four Grinnell College students be-
the came associate members of St.
John’s at the worship service on
c O N G I! EG ﬁ T I 0 “ October 11. They are Karin Bursch,
Jessica Byerly, Doug Dobrzynski

T P P PSPPI FITS PSS and James Ng

In sympathy

Deepest sympathy is extended to :;
family, friends and colleagues of i
Ralph Luebben, who died October:::::
19 at age 88. A graveside service ::
and burial was held October 23 at ::

HfizeIWOOd Cemetery |.n Grlnne e B Pl s;torOn the First Wednesday
with Pastor Kathy officiating. :

As associate members, they will
continue membership in their home
. congregations but are recognized as
Eahaving a special, valued relation-
. ship with St. John'’s.

. been playing and sharing and learn-
I-ing together. In October we went to
€the pumpkin farm, colored bulletins
d-for the upcomlng Church Women

Don’t give up!

. money to help other children
through UNICEF. On November 4,
we will have a birthday party for

_ - Martin Luther, born on the 10of
Lo T2 TR LT November in 1483 — 577 years ago.
3 . The children will be participating in

. the Christmas Shares project, to

meet. Be patient because the gath " " provide Christmas gifts for children
i ho might otherwise get none.
ting tim w .
erings are still being planned and - New meeting € More children are always welcome

will be held. Enjoy them whenthe - common Thread, the needlewort participate in these gatherings on

You” gathering in someone's homet
as "advertised" earlier this month, ::;
there are four groups that haven't :;
met at this point. Due to illness, :;
travel, and company, hosts/

hostesses have had a difficult t|me s
finding a date for their group to

time comes! ministry that makes prayer shaw{fe afternoon of the first Wednes-

_ for people in need of comfort, hagay of each month (an early-out day
200 quilts! / a new meeting time. Then the school district). If you have
54 health kits! Q‘,?, group is meeting now  questions or would like to donate

Quilts made by the faithful LWR “‘1’@ every Thursday at noon snacks, supplies or your time, con-
Quilters and health kits assembled in the library. If you knit tact Natalie Pavey, Pam Ashing,
by church members filled 42 pack- and/or crochet (all abilities wel- Nicole Behrens or Muriel.

i i ; nd want t r
ing boxes, which were delivered to come) and want to use you

. . hobby to help others, join the

and 54 health kits, each containing lowship is a bonus. Comparison of our offerings and
a towel, washcloth and several per- our budget through September.
sonal-care items. Needed at MICA Budget to date:$191,116

Suggested items in November fdexpenses to date$181,245

the MICA food pantry are canne@fferings to date $157,311

meat and fish. Offerings vs. budget ($33,805)
Offerings vs. expenses$23,934)
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WORLD COMMUNITY
DAY at ST. JOHN'S

St. John’s will host this year’'s World Co
munity Day service sponsored by Grin-
nell’'s Church Women United. The obser

Preaching will be our own
Bishop Michael Burk,
bishop of the Southeaste
lowa Synod of ELCA.
Bishop Burk was raised i
Grinnell and was a mem-
ber of St. John’s during h
growing-up years. He wg
elected synod bishop in
2008.

The day’s theme will be “Piecing Earth

Together.” The focus is on the environ-
ment and how people are called to be g
stewards of the earth.

Bishop Burk

Pastor Kathy will give a welcome. Chery
Irland and Lisa Henderson will be amon
the musicians.

The service will be followed by a light
lunch in the church’s Fellowship Hall.

Church Women United is an ecumenical
movement that brings together Christiarn
women in the U.S. It is organized on the
local, state and national levels.

St. John’s representatives to Church
Women United in Grinnell are Addy Han
son and Molly Urfer.

vance will be at noon Friday, November|6

News from the Church Council

Highlights of the Church Council meeting on October 10:

M-The Task Force on Sanctuary Accessibility is continting
look at ways to make the building convenient and comfort
able for everyone.

‘The planning meeting on October 11 for youth and their par-
' ents was well attended, with many good ideas generated.
Youth from St. John’s will help with the Kids Against Hyan

M food-packaging program on November 15.

The Service Committee is still in need of a chairni2onna
Beck has volunteered to coordinate the Christmas Speves
i gram.

.]

s The Lutheran chaplain outreach program at the University o
lowa Hospitals and Clinics is in need of funds. For-
K merly supported by the hospital, the program
S must now be funded by congregations. We at St.
John’s need to decide whether or not to contribute.

pbod he general fund is currently operating at a deficit stnesr
Gary Cook told council members.

The committee that is looking into the purchase ofrarner-

cial dishwasher for the church kitchen is continumage-

search the options. The estimated cost is between $8200
$5,000. Because the kitchen utilities are largely adequate fo
dishwasher; no major expenses would be involved in iastall
tion. Committee members would like to observe a fethef
possible models at work before making a recommendation to
the council and the congregation

Synod clergy to meet in Grinnell

Pastors and other rostered leaders from the Southebstern
Synod will meet in Grinnell on Tuesday, November 17, for the
Bishop’s Day of Renewal — a day-long event that includes wor

Notes of Thanks

ship, speakers, discussions and fellowship.

Registration at 9 a.m. and a worship service at 9:30veilhtne
held at St. John’s. Synod Bishop Michael Burk will preacim-his

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, carddome church. Late-morning and afternoon sessions, assvell a

flowers, meals, and visits during my recent

surgery.
Karla Mae Elling

lunch, will be in the Harris Center on the Grinnell l€ge campus.

For you, ages 20s-40s

St. John’s Gens, the new group for ages mid-20s to mid-40s,

Thank you, Saint John’s, for all the lovely Will meet on November 8 and November 22 from noon to 2
cards and greetings on my birthday. You P-m. in the Fellowship Hall. The topic for November 8l \é

really made me feel loved and appreciat

ediln the News.” On November 22, the discussion will foouas

Pastor Kathy ‘Parenting.” Childcare is available at a cost of $2 pedchi

For more information, contact Karla Mae Elling.
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

Acolyte: Eli Dunne

Greeters: John and Madge Ruchotzke

Reader. Verna Gerrish

Communion Assistants: B. Crawford, M. Ruchotzke
Fellowship: John and Dorothy Martinek, Margaret Amo

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton

Welcome Team: Rose and Keith Osland
Reader. Nancy Heineman

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

Greeter: Nicole and Russ Behrens
Reader. Pam Ashing

Fellowship: Jim and Natalie Dunn

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Welcome Team Russ and Nicole Behrens
Reader. Bev Hatcher

Communion Assistant:Bev Hatcher

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

Acolyte: Chance Windburn

Greeters: Verna and Everett Gerrish

Reader. Jim Urfer

Communion Assistants Gaylen and Kathy Johnson
Fellowship: Senior Youth

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Welcome Team Dave and Shirle Huth
Reader. Lisa Henderson
Communion Assistant Bev Cook

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Pam and Bob Ashing

Reader. Margaret Amo

Communion Assistants:Gladys Booth, Pam Ashing
Fellowship: Terry and Lynn Cline

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Welcome Team Natalie and Eric Pavey
Reader. Bobbie Kahler

Communion Assistant Shirle Huth

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Dorothy and Larry Wade

Reader. Kathy Johnson

Fellowship: Steve and Cindy Dudley, Verna Gerrish

USHERS ON SUNDAY:: Everett Gerrish, Dale Selix
James Dunne, Sara Hegg Dunne, Katelin Dunne

NURSERY: (Nov. 1) Nicole Behrens(8) Scott Bosse;
(15) Dorothy Wade(22) Tammie Van Hamme29) Laura
Weigel

OFFERING COUNTERS: Fred England, Bob Ashing

ALTAR GUILD

November 1-November 10 —Nicole Behrens
Month of November —Brenda Mikel
November 10-December 15 —Connie Weir
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Looking ahead to December
FAIR TRADE FAIR

You can shop for beautiful handmade Christmas gifts and
improve the lives of artisans around the world atLtire
theran World Relief's Fair Trade Fair at St. John’s. The
fair will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. Friday and Saturday; De
cember 4 and 5, at St. John’s. Fair Trade is a prograim th
helps people from developing regions improve their lives
and work their way out of poverty by making sure they are
paid fairly for their labor and are treated with respect

NATIVITY SETS ON DISPLAY

Make plans now to stop by St. Mary’s Catholic Church
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, December 4, foo

Room at the Inn,” a display of nativity sets from local resi-
dents, plus caroling and seasonal music by local musicians

The event is part of the Jingle Bell Holiday community
celebration.

If you have nativity sets you would be willing to include in
the display, please contact Muriel. We are alsegdrof
white, queen-sized flat sheets to cover the tables. eThes
may be left in Muriel's office at any time.

School of Ministry session planned

The Center for Renewal and Grand View University are
hosting a School of Ministry on Monday, Nov. 9. Ithke

held from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Rasmussen Center for Commu-
nity Advancement Professions, Classroom 120. Cost éor th
event is $10 and can be paid at the door. The Rev. Dr. H.
George Anderson, a church historian and former presiding
bishop of the ELCA, will describe many answers to the
guestions about Jesus that arose after the resurrédtion:
was right? Who made the decisions?

His talk, titled, “When Christianity Didn’t Have a Bible
will shed light on current discussion about authority ded t
limits of theological differences in the church. Yaan re-
serve a seat by messagéndtite @grandview.edor 515-
263-6008 or by going online teww.renewingchurch.org
selecting the “Workshops and Events” tab and scrolling
down to the School of Ministry section.

God’s Work — Our Hands, Our Feet, Our Voices

2009 Stewardship Theme
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GETTING
ACQUAINTED

. e

Sue McDonough

St. John’s has always been central in Sue
McDonough’s life. She was baptized, con-

firmed and married here. (She and her husband,nqvember 9

Howard, met in confirmation class and were
active members of Luther League in their higl
school years.)

She has a clear memory of the dedication of {
current sanctuary in 1954 — of walking from
the chapel on EIm Street to the new building
East Street. Another cherished memory is of
late Paul Pedersen, helping with Luther Leag

—

he Joseph Nowasell

DN
the

to our baptized members who have birthdays in November

November 14

November 1 _
Taylor Mikel Dorothy Martinek
November 2 November 16

Kevin Cook

James Dunne
Thomas Walter

November 3
Marilyn Deppe
Caprisse Honsbruch

November 17

November 19

November 6 _
Phyllis Reid Craig Havel
Neil Stone Pat Starrett
November 7 November 21

Heather Anderson Willis Snook

Russ Schuchmann

November 8
Kelly Rose
Karri Furness

November 23
Maki Masuku

November 24
Gene Broders
Cassie Kurk
Kathy Morrison

November 28
Troy Beeler

Mark England

November 10
Gordon Ashby

Keith Osland

November 11
Lori VandeStouwe

November 29
Steve Dudley
Shawn Kramer

ue.

A graduate of lowa Lutheran Hospital's Scho
of Nursing, Sue worked as a nurse for 26 ye

St. Francis Manor.

D

rs.
AP Darrel Sundell
Before retiring in 2006, she worked for 18 years | o .o Weigel

November 30
Michael England
Crayola England
Emma Helmke

November 13
Erika Hegg-Arendt

She is currently serving as co-chair of the Evan-

v

Rachel Hagemeister

Oliver VandeStouwe

gelism Committee and chair of Lydia Circle.
She sings in both the Senior Choir and the C
bration Singers. Closest to her heart, howeve
is her work with the Caring Team, a ministry
our homebound members that she helped st
in 2007.

She and Howard have four grown sons —Bri
who lives in Lincoln, Vt; Scott, in lowa City;
Kyle, in Watertown, Minn., and Brad, in Solof
— and seven grandchildren, ages 4-16.

Sue’s interest (and talent) in singing is well

2009 St. John's Offerings vs. Budget

$250,000

$200,000
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$100,000
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known, but did you know she has continued her

high-school activity of playing the clarinet?

The graph above shows a month-by-month comparison o
budget vs. offerings. At the end of September,
we have a shortfall of $33,805.

f
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