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Preparing for the Christ Child at St. John’s

Wednesdays, December 2, 9 and 16
Simple fellowship supper at 6 p.m..Worship at 7 p.m.
Gifts for the Stork’s Nest will be collected.
(Details on page 4)

Thursdays, December 3, 10 and 17 at Saints Rest
Discussion based on the devotional, “An Uncluttered tHear

Focus will be on Scripture passages connected to the season

Fair Trade Fair
Holiday gifts that help others around the world
Friday and Saturday, December 4 and 5, 1-4 p.m.
(Details on back cover)

Caroling
Bring holiday cheer to the homes of our shut-ins
Sunday, December 6, at 2 p.m. Meet at the church.

Purchase gifts for families in need in our community.
Bring wrapped gifts to the church by December 13.

Make use of the “Taking Your Faith Home” insert in our wor-

ship folders. Go to wwww.unclutteredheart.org to get a daily

electronic/text message that will remind you to take time for
your spirit leading up to Christmas.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP
7 p.m.
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Thoughts on a recent experience

Sharing, showing God’s love

I\/I ost of the People lifted concerns to God that others in

conferencedthe group had shared earlier. A new grand-
child soon to be born, a child’s wedding, ill-
ness of parents, and petitions both for safe

travel and for God to bless each person in the

and gatherings |
attend are with
other Lutherans.
One of the delights9"OUP-
Muriel Johannessen in the Spiritual A commitment was made for each of us to
Associate in Ministry Practices gather- continue to lift the others in prayer in the
ings | have been attending is being with peaionths ahead. We had made strong connec-
ple from several Christian denominations. tions with one another as we gathered this
year, and that was strengthening for all of us.

As we learn together, gather for meals, wo
ship or meet in discussion groups, we do niéit our final moments with the entire group,
always know the church affiliation of those we stood in a circle, hands clasped, and the
seated next to us or leading our group. leader’s prayer again asked for protection and

Through these gatherings, | have learned blessings for each of us. Hugs and sharing of

more about other church bodies and experin® Péace closed the time, again reminding

enced varied worship styles and practices, B Of P€ing one in the Spirit.

what strikes me is the connection we feel t&As | drove home, | pondered how we at St.
one another as fellow members of the bodylohn’s, who have this same love for one an-
Christ. Struggles within congregations andother, could also be witnesses to a world
families remain much the same, and yet, thilled with so much pain that this is a safe
support given to each other and the willing-place, a place to know and to share God’s
ness to stop talking to lift one another in  love, where one’s value as God’s child is af-
prayer is very powerful. firmed and celebrated.

As | sat in our evening communion service,Will you join me in asking God to reveal how
thought of the old hymn, “We are one in theve can better show that love daily to all who
Spirit.” | also reflected on the comment  encounter us, within or beyond these walls?
made about early Christians, “See how they pjieve the results will be amazing, even to
love one another.” It was apparent during |
that worship, but also as our individual cove-

. L Muriel
nant group ended our last discussion time.

Before we left, we paused for prayer, and
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New banner

Donna Beck has
made another
lovely banner for
our sanctuary.

A dishwasher for St. John’'s?

A dishwasher for the kitchen at St/ John’s has beeeaupf many

)1

members for many years. The Church Council last
month voted to move forward with the project by seeg
ing pledges toward the purchase.

Longman, 236-8260, or Vicki Dillon, 236-5355. Cont
them also if you have any questions about the project.

The pledge total will be reported to the council in kaby 2010. Coun-
cil members will decide at that time whether to proceenot.

The estimated cost of a commercial-grade dishwasltabkifor our
kitchen isapproximately $5,500. A Hobart brand model is under consider
tion. Because existing plumbing and wiring in the kitchesm @ccommodate a|
dishwasher, installation expenses would be minimal. Fibohhas volun-
teered to do the work.

Please contact Deb or Vicki if you are willing to makeedpk.

If you would like to make a pledge, please contact Deb

k- Sunday School program

A fresh look at the Christmas
L .story will be presented by the
" “Sunday School children at wor-
alCtship on Sunday, December 13.

Rides available

If you need a ride to a medical
appointment, call Norm Erickson,
A- 236-6902. He will match you up
with a pair of volunteers who so
generously have offered to pro-
vide transportation when needed.

St. John’s Gens

Baptism Food pantry

Younger adults in the congrega-
tion have planned a progressive

Baptized at worship on Sunday, Needed at the MICA food pantry in dinner for Saturday, December 5,

November 15, was Frances Belle pacember are boxed cereals and

starting at 6:30 p.m. at the church.

Pedersen, daughter of Jordan Es-.5nned and boxed juices. A collec- TO join in the fun or for more in-
brook and Jeff Pedersen. Her spofjgn container is located in the front formation, call Austin and Karla

sors are Jhan and Sandy Pederse‘gntry\,\,ay to the church.
Jordan and Jeff were received into
membership at St. John’s in June.FYI

_ If you haven't already done so,
First Wednesday

First Wednesday program collecteditment form to the church office
$60 for UNICEF. Thank you! The &S S00n as possible.

group will meet in December to  Also, contributions for 2009 must
wrap gifts purchased for a local be received by December 27 in o
family in the Christmas Shares prader to be recorded on your 2009
gram. financial statement.

please return your Time and Abili-
Children in Sunday School and thdi€S sheet and your financial com-

Mae Elling.

Church finances to date

Comparison of our offerings and
our budget through October.

Budget to date:$191,116
Offerings to date $157,311
r- Budget vs. Offerings ($33,805)
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THANK YOU

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU to all the hosts and

hostesses who so generously agreed to invite fellow St.

& John’s members for a time of getting better

T?gﬁK acquainted. While some of the gatherings
VERY were small, we've learned that “where even
MUCH! |

two or three are gathered” is a worthwhile
-r visit. We hope that the invitation to attend
lets everyone know they are welcome and wanted at S
John’s. A big thank you for your hospitality.

Fred England
Sue McDonough
Evangelism Coneritto-chairs

THANK YOU to everyone for their support at the time

of the death of my Dad. Thank you to Pastor Kathy for

her visits. A special thank you to Bev Huebner for a wo
derful meal. And thank you to the congregation for thei
many prayers, cards and memories.

Sincerely,
Tom and Anita Fardl family

THANKS to Nicole Behrens, Judy Lebeck and Doris and
Don Sundell for their installation of sound-absorbent wall

panels in the Adult Forum room.

THANK YOU for your thoughts, prayers, cards, and
calls during my recent surgeries. May God bless you a

Virginia Billman

MANY THANKS to all those who made Church
Women United’s World Community Day so successful.
The community showed their support of the theme,
“Piecing the Earth Together.” About 100 people attends

The church was beautifully decorated, the quilts édd

so much, and the music the music was special, and, of

course, Bishop Michael Burk’s message was inspiring.

Many good comments were received about the won-

derful worship service, the warm greetings people re-
ceived when they entered the church, and the delicious

soup in the Fellowship Hall after the service. St. John's

has much to be thankful for.

Sincerely,
Addy Hanson
Molly Urfer

Wednesdays, December 2, 9 and 16
Soup Supper at 6 p.m., Worship at 7 p.m.

Advent worship will use the lovely Holden Evening
Prayer to guide our song. Each week, “special guests”
will meet us along the road to Bethlehem, giving us
insight into the time of Jesus’ birth.

As we did last year, we will collect baby items fhet

t. Stork’s Nest, a service that helps new parents to pro-
vide for their children through education and essential
baby supplies. Suggested items are:

December 2
Sleepers — to size 2, special need for boys’ sleepers.

December 9
Diapers — special need for sizes 3, 4 and 5.

n.December 16

Crib blankets

Sharing the season

St. John’s is again participating in Second Mile’s
Christmas Shares program that collects gifts for dis-
advantaged residents in our community. Tags with
ideas for gifts were placed on the entryway window
(By the time you read this, they will likely all be
gone!) Bring your wrapped gifts (tags attached) to

the Fellowship Hall by Sunday, December 13.
l.

Nativity sets on display

See how many ways the Bethlehem scene can be por-
trayed at the “No Room at the Inn” event from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, December 4, at St. Mary’s
Church, corner of Fifth and Broad. Local residents,
2dncluding some from St. John’s will be sharing their
eown nativity sets. Local musicians and musical
groups will also perform. Sponsored by the Grinnell
Ministerial Association, the free event is part of the
downtown Jingle Bell Holiday. If you are willing to
lend a nativity set, please contact Muriel.

Polish up your ‘Hallelujahs’

A community sing-along to Handel's oratorio
“Messiah” is planned for 2 p.m. Sunday, December
13, at Herrick Chapel. Scores will be provided.
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

Welcome Team: Norm Erickson, Sue McDonough
Reader. Jim Urfer

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

Acolyte: Eli Dunne

Greeter: Brenda and Russ Crawford
Reader. Molly Urfer

Communion Assistants:Bob and Pam Ashing
Fellowship: Rick, Luann Weigel, Mitzi Dufoe

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9

Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton

Welcome Team Ed and Bev Hatcher
Reader. Sue McDonough
Communion Assistant:Bob Kinseth

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

Greeters: Nancy and Brian Heineman

Reader. Peggy Kolpin

Fellowship: J., M. Ruchotzke and F., V. Dillon

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
Acolyte: Chance Winburn

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
Welcome Team Albert and Charlene Knight
Reader. Molly Urfer

Communion Assistant Bev Cook

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Peggy and Loren Kolpin

Reader. Nancy Heineman

Communion Assistants:Keith and Rose Osland
Fellowship: Youth

CHRISTMAS EVE, DECEMBER 24
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton
Communion Assistants:

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
Welcome Team Donna Beck
Reader.

Communion Assistant

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Keith and Rose Osland
Reader. Larry Wade, Ashley Mikel
Fellowship: Jim and Natalie Dunn

USHERS ON SUNDAY:Ken Pearce, Larry Wade,
Aaron Wade, Tammie Van Hamme

NURSERY: (Dec. 6) Renee Beach13) Scott Bosse;
(20) Nicole Behrens(27) Dorothy Wade\

ALTAR GUILD

December 1-December 15-Connie Weir
Month of December —Donna Beck
December 15-January 12 —Karri Furness

News from the Church Council

The following is a summary of the Church Council meeting
held November 10.

TREASURER’S JOB: Gary Cook reminded the council that he
will retire at the end of December and that a newstresx
K will be needed at that time. He noted that an option
used in some congregations is to hire an account-
ant, at an estimated yearly cost of between $2,000 and

$4,000. He urged the council to continue to publicize the foeed
a treasurer.

DISHWASHER : Council members agreed to continue to look
into buying a commercial dishwasher for the kitchen. Committee
members will invite members of the congregation to make
pledges to use as “seed money” for the purchase. The committe
will report the pledge total to the council at the coliséiebru-

ary 2010 meeting, and the council will decide at that point
whether to proceed.

PROPERTIES: Committee chair Dan Huebner has contacted the
city about the poor condition of the curb on East Strefebmt of
the church. New mats have been installed outside the dootis
of the building, thanks to Donna Beck. In the sanctuaryfldoe
in the area where the chairs have been installed /itldaned.

WORSHIP: During Advent, the Wednesday evening worship
service will use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and tharSat
day evening worship service will use a liturgy that can leel us
for Advent and Epiphany. In each case, the same worshig bull
tins will be used for all the services, saving the tand expense
of a new bulletin for each service.

Wish List

A new church treasurer

Gary Cook, our current treasurer, will step down at titead
December after many years of service. (Even Gary camiém-
ber how many years!The job is a time commitment “but it's
not rocket science,” Gary says. He will gladly offiexining
and assist with the transition.

A chairperson for the Service Committee

Here’s a job with a title but very little work involved! TBer-

vice Committee is an umbrella organization for a group of engo
ing ministries (Meals on Wheels, LWR Quilters, Community
Meal) that operate on their own. The committee chammply

the coordinator. Service to others has always beemporiant

part of the life of St. John’s. We need someone to stepafd to
help make sure this tradition continues. Please talk toeMtir

you are willing to coordinate the committee.

Word processing assistance

Pastor Kathy is looking for someone to work at home tygieg t
contents of an upcoming program booklet. The project involves
typing only; she will format the typing into booklketrm. Talkto
Pastor Kathy if you can help.
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GETTING
ACQUAINTED

Gary Cook has served as church treasurer off
and on during the 34 years he and wife Bev

have been members of St. John’s. (He has also

headed the Stewardship and Education comt
tees as well as the Youth Board.)

His many years of service are motivated in pa
by his pride in the congregation’s outreach.

"We do a lot of the right
things,” he says. “We give
away as much as we poss
bly can. We give off the
top, not from the bottom.
I’m proud to be a member.

Gary grew up in Viola, IlI.,
a small town south of the
Quad-Cities. After high
school graduation he spen
four years in the Air Force
then went to work for RCA Corporation and,
later, its successor businesses. The job evoly
into work for Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company and in 1998 he joined the staff at
GMRC. He is currently a personal lines undel
writer.

Gary Cook

He describes himself as “a happy husband af
proud father and grandfather.” He and Bev h§
two sons — Bryan in Minneapolis and Kevin in
St. Louis — and three grandsons.

In his free time, Gary enjoys reading and lear|
ing. He takes frequent job-related classes (“I
like being a student”) and is a fan of John
Grisham novels.

In spring, summer and fall, you'll often find
Gary on a bike. He’s done all and parts of
RAGBRAI and other rides over the years. Thi
past June he made a solo trip to St. Louis on
bike. “It was the only hot week of the summer
he recalls.

Help Wanted:We need a replacement for Garyy.

If you can help, please contact Nancy Heine-
mann or Pastor Kathy.

December 1
f  Don Beck
Jama Knerr
Phindile Masuku
SO Jarrid Mikel
Nit- Lee Ritter

December 2
yrt Julie Beach

December 3
Karen Ashby

December 4
Charles Routier

December 5
David Snyder
> Don Sundell

December 6
Brian Brown
Dorothy Buchmeier

" December 7

Ray Parker
Mary Schuchmann

d December 8
e Gaye Van Hamme

December 9
David Barger

December 11
Ruth Lamb

December 12
Avis Kelm

December 14
Karol Bair

n- Trent Baker
Austin Elling
Connie Weir

nd
\ve

December 15
Katelyn Ditzler

X Volunteers needed

v

to our baptized members who have birthdays in December

December 16
Nancy Beck
Jason Nisley
Isaac Olson

December 17
Bob Kinseth

December 18
Corrinne Dahlby Albright
Tom Ford

Dale Selix

December 19
Joshua Stepanek
Rebecca Wilson

December 20
Heather Crawford

December 22
Julie Buren

December 23
Mason Schwarck

December 24
Ashley Beck

Kyle Irland

Dale Lamb

Blake Wilson

December 25
Zach Boehmer
Ryan Dahlby Albright

December 26
Linda Masuku
Jenna Reid

December 27
Karla Mae Elling

December 30
Cheryl Clark

Pat Gustafson
Edith Hatcher

hisThe American Cancer Society is looking for volunteers
,” 1o help transport ambulatory cancer patients to and from
their treatment in lowa City. Volunteers use theimow
vehicles and must have s safe driving record, a valid
driver’s license and the state’s minimum liabilityuns
ance. For more information or to register for a fede-
conference training call, call Teri Elsbury, patient pro-
grams, 641-422-9085 or toll-free 1-877-422-9055 ext.
25; or email teri.elsbury@cancer.org
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Return Service Requested

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Holiday gifts that help others

Friday and Saturday, December 4-5, 1-4 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

You can purchase beautiful and unique items handmadeidgrsrin developing regions
around the world. Each purchase directly supports tieaast who make the items, allowing
them to maintain steady work and a sustainable incometaderfor their families.

Fair Trade is a system that helps people improve tives bnd work their way out of poverty
by making sure they get paid fairly for their labor andterated with respect.

The fair is a partnership of Lutheran World Relief agRRV, a nonprofit Fair Trade organi-
zation.



