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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
ELCA 
1224 East Street 
Grinnell, IA 50112 
(641) 236-4946 
stjohngr@iowatelecom.net  
www.stjohngrinnell.org 
 

 
The Rev. Kathryn Roys, pastor 
pastorkathy@iowatelecom.net 
 

Muriel Johannessen, 
Associate in Ministry 
muriel@iowatelecom.net 
 
WORSHIP 
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
10:45 a.m. Sundays 
ADULT FORUM 
11 a.m. Sundays 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8 a.m. to noon. At other times, leave 
a message at the office, 236-4946 
 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
Nancy Heineman, president 
Bob Larson, vice president 

Vicki Dillon, secretary 
Rose Osland, treasurer 

Dan Huebner, Properties 
Donna Beck, Stewardship 

Kelly Rose, Education 
Lisa Henderson, Worship  

    Bobbie Kahler, Fellowship 
 Kathy Johnson, Service 

Fred England and  
Sue McDonough, Evangelism 

Chad Nath,  Youth 
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Palm Sunday  
Sunday, March 28, 9:30 a.m., with Holy Communion 
A special liturgy by Walt Wangerin, Jr. titled “Cry of the Whole 
Congregation” will encourage worshippers to experience the 
drama of Christ’s Passion through a dramatic telling of the last 
week of Jesus’ life.  You’ll want to attend this service (and per-
haps bring a friend). The Adult Forum afterward will continue the 
exploration of the Psalms and the way it speaks to our hearts. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, April 1, 7 p.m., with Holy Communion  
On the night in which Jesus was handed over to death, we gather 
around the Lord’s supper. The service includes Jesus’ new com-
mandment (mandatum, from which the word Maundy comes) to 
love one another. A First Communion.will be celebrated. 

 

Good Friday 
Friday, April 2, 7 p.m. 
The service of darkness recalls Christ’s death on the cross in pow-
erful images of shadows and haunting music. At the heart is the 
passion reading according to John, which commemorates Jesus’ 
victory on the cross. With all God’s people, we are invited to bow 
before the mystery of faith. Christ has died, so that we may live. 
 

Easter: Resurrection of our Lord 
Sunday, April 4, 9:30 a.m., with Holy Communion  
Christ is risen! We herald the joy of Easter Day with festive mu-
sic and a message of hope. The youth of the congregation (and 
their families) will serve an Easter breakfast in the Fellowship 
Hall starting at 8 a.m. 
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A s I sat in our 
sanctuary dur-

ing the community 
Lenten worship, I 
thought about those 
early Christians who 
hid in the catacombs 
in order to worship.  

 What must it have been like, to fear that if you 
raised your voices too loudly in praise of our 
risen Lord, you could be captured, thrown into 
prison, or even tortured and/or killed?  What 
vision of the gospel truth cap-
tured them so totally that they 
were willing to face those risks 
in order to celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection and worship our 
Savior?   

 They were going against their 
culture and against the rulers of 
the nation.  They did not bow 
down and worship false gods as 
others did, but refusing to do so took courage, 
faith and a willingness to be identified as Chris-
tian and thus face the resulting condemnation.  

 We don’t confront those same issues today, but 
some of us are still reluctant to go against our 
culture and boldly live as followers of Jesus.  
Will we be rejected if we refuse to do as others 
do, even when we know that the way they live 
is not what God’s will is for us?  Perhaps, but 
when Jesus calls us to follow, does he not 
promise to be with us always?  

 We have watched and waited through Advent, 
remembering those who longed for centuries to 

hear that the Messiah had been born at last, and 
joined in the songs of the angels who an-
nounced his birth.  We heard the story of an-
cient wise ones who traveled from far-away 
countries to kneel in worship of this child.  

 Our journey with Jesus takes us along the sol-
emn road that leads to Gethsemane and Cal-
vary, but we also anticipate hearing again the 
words of the angels, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead?  He is not here, but has 
risen.”  This news radically changed the lives of 

those who first heard it and has 
changed the lives of others ever 
since.  

 Will we listen to those words 
this Easter and roll the stone 
away from our hearts and 
minds, allowing the resurrec-
tion light of Christ’s empty 
tomb to transform our lives as 
well?  How will we show that 
we, too, are followers of the 

Risen Lord, walking in his footsteps along the 
path he chooses for us?  Let us each ask for 
guidance, and the courage and the excitement 
of those early believers, and watch how God 
enables us to live boldly as disciples in our 
world today.  When we do, wondrous changes 
will occur in us and in our world.  

God bless us as we go forth in Christ’s name. 

                                                   Muriel 

 
 

Live BOLDLY  as disciples 
in our world today 

Muriel Johannessen 
Associate in Ministry 



Pass it on 
Extra copies of “Make Your Wishes  
Known”— the booklet to help you 
think about and make decisions about 
end-of-life issues — are available in 
the church office. The topic generated 
meaningful discussion at both the 
Adult Forum and Autumn Leaves in 
February. Feel free to take a copy and 
use it or give it to a friend or family 
member. 
 

MICA Food Pantry 
Items needed for the MICA Food 
Pantry in April are peanut butter 
and jelly.  Thanks to the generosity 
of St. John’s members, we deliv-
ered 90 pounds of food, soaps and 
paper products to MICA in early 
March — and have more  ready for 
delivery. 

Thank you to Karri Furness for fil-
ing her car to overflowing for the 
trip to MICA. 
 

Benefit for the Booths 
The soup supper benefit for the 
Booth family raised $1,222, with 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
matching 2 for 1 for a donation of 
approximately $611. The family 
lost their home and possessions in a 
house fire in January. 
 

Looking ahead 
St. John’s will again join with other 
Grinnell churches for Vacation Bi-
ble School — Sunday through 
Thursday, July 11-15, from 6 to 
8:15 p.m. Details to come! 

 

Dishwasher update 
By the time you read this, the new 
dishwasher in the church kitchen may 
be up and running. Hurrah!  

The dishwasher was scheduled to ar-
rive the week of March 22, 
with installation (next to the 
sinks) to follow.  

The appliance will replace — 
not an older model, but years of hand-
washing and hand-drying. And a full 
cycle (washing, rinsing, drying) takes 
just two minutes! 

Thanks to all those who contributed to 
the dishwasher fund. A special thank 
you to the committee — Fred and 
Vicki Dillon, Lance and Deb Long-
man, Gordon and Karen Ashby and 
Gene and Shirley Broders. And an ex-
tra-special thank you to Fred Dillon, 
who is doing the installation. 

The cost of the dishwasher was cov-
ered by a special offering. If you made 
a pledge for the dishwasher and have 
not yet paid it, the money can be put in 
the offering, sent to the church or 
given to one of the committee mem-
bers. 

 

After Easter…. 
Pause for Prayer, a weekly time of 
quiet and spiritual renewal, will re-
sume after Easter. The sanctuary is set 
aside for reflection and prayer from 
11:30 to 12:30 every Tuesday. A brief 
guided prayer service is held at 12:10. 
Come and go as fits your schedule. 
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NOTES OF 
THANKS 

THANK YOU for the prayers, 
cards, calls, caroling, cookies and 
especially my special friend 
Nancy Locker, who visits me 
regularly and brings me commun-
ion. 
                                                                                             Eunice Kelm 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who 
furnished food, as well as those 
who helped in the kitchen, for the 
luncheon following the commu-
nity Lenten worship service at St. 
John’s on March 17.  
                                                                                 WELCA Board 
 

WORDS cannot express how 
blessed we have been through this 
difficult time in our lives. All of 
your donations and gifts of kind-
ness have been more than we 
could ever imagine. We are all so 
grateful to live in a community 
with so many kind and giving 
people. Thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts. 
                  John, Lenna, Chelsi 
                  and Tyler Booth 
 

A BIG thank you to Chad Nath 
and his helpers for organizing and 
— more important — carrying 
out the youth lock-in in early 
March. A special thank you to 
Chad for the overnight shift. 

 

 

Snapshot of church finances  

Comparison of our offerings and 
our budget through February. 
Offerings to date:  $33,349 
Expenses to date:  $45.134 
Budget to date:  $41,800 
Expenses vs. Offerings:  ($11,785) 
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Where does St. John’s ELCA benevolence go? 
Our 2010 budget at St. John’s includes $34,500 for ELCA benevolence. Where does it go, and what is it used 

for? The money goes to the Southeastern Iowa Synod, which divides it accord-
ing to its 2010 mission spending plan.  

As the pie chart on the page indicates, 94.8 percent goes to ministry — world-
wide, nationally and within our state. The remaining 5.2% goes to infrastructure and administration. Here’s the 
breakdown of the 94.8 %: 

Mission support shared with Churchwide Ministries — 53.5% 
Together, with 10,500 ELCA congregations, we do God’s work in ways that any one congregation or even a 
whole synod cannot do alone. Our shared ministry includes: 
Congregations in development. 
Congregations in renewal. 
Ministry in more than 90 countries. 
Support of seminaries, colleges and universities, campus ministries, early childhood education centers,  
    Lutheran elementary schools and outdoor ministries (camping). 
Cooperative outreach with ecumenical partners. 
Disaster Response close to home and around the globe. 
ELCA Hunger Appeal. 
(The funds help cover the administrative expenses of Disaster Response and Hunger Appeal so that those 
agencies are able to use 100% of designated gifts for actual ministry.) 

Synod Support of Agencies and Institutions — 16.2% 
Together we provide support for: 
Lutheran Services in Iowa. 
Seminaries and ELCA colleges and universities. 
And more...who serve the needs of others in and around the synod. 

Direct Support — 13.6% 
Together, we provide direct support to congregations, congregational leaders, and rostered leaders. 
Help congregations find and call leaders. 
Assist congregations struggling through times of financial hardship, conflict or transition. 
Assist congregations in development and renewal. 
Accompany ethnic-speaking ministries. 
Educate congregations and leaders about the ministries we do together. 

Implement Synod Priorities — 11.5% 
Evangelical mission. 
Leadership support. 
Vocation and faith formation. 
Church and society. 
Global ministry. 

Infrastructure and  
Administration — 5.2% 
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WELCA area meeting 
Cluster 2 of Women of the ELCA will meet at Our Savior’s Lu-

theran Church in Marshalltown on Saturday, April 10. 
Registration will start at 8:30 a.m., with the meeting 
beginning at 9 a.m. and ending at noon.  

The Rev. Michael Herschberger, the new pastor at 
Our Savior’s, will lead the Bible Study. The speaker 

will be Dr. Kenneth Jones, professor of philosophy and religion 
at Grand View University. His topic will be “Luther, Baptism, 
and You!” 

Half of the offering will go to the Lutheran Chaplaincy Out-
reach in Iowa City. Gifts of non-perishable food items will go 
to the House of Compassion in Marshalltown. If you’d like to 
attend, contact Nancy Locker or Jo Olson, so that transportation 
can be arranged. 
 

WELCA meeting at St. John’s 
All women of the congregation are invited to the spring general 
meeting of St. John’s Women of the ELCA at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
April 22, in the Fellowship Hall. Members of Mary Martha Cir-
cle have planned a potato bake and a program of poetry. 
 

Retreat planned for July 
An overnight retreat for women of St. John’s is planned for Fri-
day and Saturday, July 16 and 17, at Sinsinawa Mound Center, 
located in the lovely bluff country of southwest Wisconsin, 7 
miles east of Dubuque. Muriel will lead the retreat topic, 
“Becoming a Blessed Church.” In addition to study, there will 
also be time for prayer and contemplation. Space is limited to 
16 women. The cost, including meals, is $65. Deadline for reg-
istration is July 1. A side trip to historic Galena, Illinois, is un-
der consideration. For more information, contact Nancy Locker. 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1 
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton 

NO WORSHIP ON SATURDAY  
 

EASTER SUNDAY,  APRIL 4 
Acolyte: Sarah Reitz 
Greeters:  Jean and Vic Frana 
Reader:  Gaylen Johnson 
Communion Assistants: Bob and Pam Ashing 
 

SATURDAY,  APRIL 10  
Welcome Team:  Karen and Gordon Ashby 
Reader:  Lisa Henderson 
Communion Assistant: Gladys Booth 
 

SUNDAY,  APRIL 11 
Acolyte:  Barrett Anderson 
Greeters: Verna and Everett Gerrish 
Reader: Scott Bosse 
Communion Assistants: Bob and Pam Ashing 
Fellowship:  Lynn and Terry Cline 
 

SATURDAY,  APRIL 17  
Welcome Team: Kathy Barger and Vera Warnke  
Reader:  Karen Ashby 
Communion Assistant: Bev Cook 
 

SUNDAY,  APRIL 18 
YOUTH SERVICE  
Acolyte: Chance Winburn 
Greeters:  Nancy and Brian Heineman 
Communion Assistants: John and Dorothy Martinek 
Fellowship:  Youth 

SATURDAY,  APRIL 24  
Welcome Team: Norm Erickson, Christopher Weir 
Reader:  Doug Dobrzynski 
Communion Assistant:  Norm Erickson 

SUNDAY,  APRIL 25 
Acolyte: Eli Dunne 
Greeters:   
Reader: Sara Hegg Dunne 
Communion Assistants: Russ and Brenda Crawford 
Fellowship:  Vicki and Fred Dillon, Lu Ahrens 
 

 USHERS ON SUNDAY 
Keith Osland and Fred Dillon (head ushers)  
Don Sundell, Harlan Honsbruch, Gene Broders,  
Lance Longman 

MONEY COUNTERS 
Sandy and Bob Falck, Addy Hanson  

NURSERY 
(April 4)  (11) Vicki Dillon  
(21) Laura Weigel (28) Scott Bosse  

ALTAR GUILD  
April 1-April 14 — Nancy Beck, Natalie Pavey 
Month of April — Mitzi Dufoe 
April 14-May 12 — Vicki Dillon, Jean Frana 
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 

WELCA 
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to our baptized members who have birthdays in April 

GETTING 
ACQUAINTED 

 

If you want something fixed, found or fashioned 
at St. John’s, seek out Donna Beck. She can do 
it all – and she does. 

She troubleshoots building maintenance prob-
lems, takes charge of sea-
sonal decorations in the sanc-
tuary, organizes meals after 
funerals, and designs and 
sews banners. 

She likely knows more about 
the church and its workings 
than anyone in the congrega-
tion. (How many times have 
you heard: “Just ask Donna.” 

As a current member of the Church Council, 
she is chair of the Stewardship Committee, a 
position that also involves deciding on the best 
ways to use memorial funds. 

Donna grew up in Brooklyn. She attended the 
University of Iowa for a degree in practical 
nursing and worked for a time as a nurse. She 
and Melvin (they met in junior high) moved to 
Grinnell and joined St. John’s in 1971. They 
have three grown children — Chad, Brent and 
Natalie (Pavey), and seven grandchildren, ages 
14-4. Chad and Natalie live in Grinnell; Brent 
lives in Cedar Rapids. 

Donna has worked side-by-side with Mel at 
Penrose Lumber for the last 20 years. Together 
they have operated the Guest House Bed and 
Breakfast since 2000. 

Donna says she likes her jobs and her church 
involvement because she enjoys working with 
people. At St. John’s, “people are always will-
ing to help,” Donna says. “They may not volun-
teer, but if you ask them, they almost always 
say yes.” 
Her most recent interest is banner-making. It’s a 
lot like woodworking, she notes, because you 
have to measure, figure and put together. Her 
latest banner will be used for the first time on 
Easter Sunday. 

April 3 
Mariah Mikel  

April 4 
Lori Brown 
Brent Jaeger 
Keith Winburn 
Wyatt Winburn 

April 5 
Nathan Ford 
Reid Henderson 
 

April 6 
Stan Reitz 
 

April 7 
Benjamin Dillon 
Jolisa Ditzler 
Susan Erickson 

April 8 
Lois Quindt 

April 9 
Mitchell Frischmeyer 

April 10 
Alec Henderson 

 

 April 11 
Eli Dunne 
Dennis Wilson  

April 12 
Jake Crawford 
 

April 13  
Jim Urfer  

April 16  
Jeff Morrison 
Mona Snyder 

April 17 
Amy Lynn 
     Bodensteiner 
 

April  18 
Ben Irland 

April 19  
Brian Heineman 
 

April 20 
Jacob Lamb  

April 21 
Diane Beeler 
Nick Dufoe  

April 23 
Shirley Broders 

Will  
    Dahlby Albright 
Kyle Jaeger 
Brenda Mikel 

April 24  
Bob Roys  

April 25 
Rose Osland 

April 26 
Sue Rojohn 
Larry Wade 

April 27  
Kristen Hatcher 
Trevor Jensen 

April 28 
Bill Burk 
Braden Furness 
Paul Kolpin  

April 29  
Loren Kolpin 
Kara Zenner 

April 30 
Nancy Locker 
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We invite you to join us on Sunday, April 25, during 
fellowship time for a churchwide birthday party — 
for EVERYONE. Join those born 
in your birthday month at a 
table dedicated to you.  
We still need some folks 
who will provide a cake and 
decorations for a table repre-
senting their birthday 
month.  See Bobbie Kahler or 
Muriel to volunteer. 

Donna Beck 
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One of a series of articles on ministries that St. John’s 
supports through its annual budget. The 2010 budget 
includes $1,050 for Wartburg Theological Seminary.. 

Wartburg Theological Seminary is one of 10 ELCA 
seminaries. Founded in 1854, it has over the years in-
corporated St. Paul Luther Semi-
nary (ALC), St. Paul, Minnesota, 
(in 1932) and Trinity Seminary 
(UELC), Blair, Nebraska, (1960). 

Wartburg offers degree programs 
that may be pursued as a resident 
student campus or through a combi-
nation of residential and online 
coursework. 

Its degree programs include Master 
of Divinity degree — preparation to become an or-
dained pastor — and  Master of Arts and Master of 
Arts in Diaconal Ministry — theological study for per-
sonal growth, a teaching ministry or preparation for 
further graduate study. 

The seminary also includes, in cooperation with the 
University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, the 
Center for Theology and the Land. The center’s  mis-
sion is to strengthen rural churches and their commu-
nities by providing special training and continuing 
education for clergy and laity in smaller and rural 

churches. A Certificate in Town 
and Country Church Leadership is 
given to those who complete 12 
online and resident courses. 

Starting last fall, Wartburg began 
offering a Distance Education/
Residential Program that allows a 
student to combine online courses 
and on-campus intensive class work 
over a two year time period to ful-

fill the curriculum requirements for the first year of a 
degree program. The program is designed to meet the 
needs of students who may not be able to relocate to 
the seminary in the first year. 

Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa  

Wartburg Theological Seminary 
is a worship-centered  

community of critical theological 
reflection where learning leads 
to mission and mission informs 

learning.  

                                Wartburg website 

Alleluia!  
EASTER WORSHIP 
Sunday, April 4, 9:30 a.m. 


