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At St. John’s in May

May 2
Eighth-graders will be confirmed on Sunday, May 2. Our dedi-
cated Sunday School teachers also will be recognized.

May 16

Our three graduating seniors — Alec Henderson, Brandon
Mikel and Laura Weigel — will be honored at breakfast and
worship.

May 22-23

On Pentecost — the 50th day of the Easter season — God'’s
people were officially given the Holy Spirit's power to carry

the Good News of God’s love to all the world. You are encour-
aged to wear red and bring red (flowering plants). If you desire,
your pot of flowers will be planted in the church garden out-
doors.

Our guest at worship that weekend will be the Rev. Cindy
Breed of Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach in lowa (Qi8ee

back cover of the Love Letter for information about the chap-
laincy program.)

MAY 30-31 _ ~

Jennifer Barger, who grew up inSt. John’s and is now on the
ELCA staff in Chlcago will speak at worship on Saturday and
Sunday. Sheis currentlgsociate director for development for
ELCA World Hunger / HIV and AIDS strategy

development services. She will have just returned flctnp to Af-

rica and will update us onthe ELCA’s work there.
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Standing before the King

Jesus is risen and we shall arise. Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 377

ople of St As we give God the glory this season, we stand
Piohn’s, you before the risen King: King of Kings and Lord
know how to sing! of Lords. It is another form of piety — standing
You filled the in the presence of the King. Other times our
church with praise penitence will bring us to kneel before our

this Easter Sun-  Lord.

day, and it was  Neither way is better or more holy. Both stand-
glorious. It renewsing and kneeling, done with reverence, honors
our faith. It strengthens us for service. It re- our Lord Jesus Christ. When done without
minds us tdoe church. thought, though, it lacks the reverence and
honor that being in the presence of our Lord and

It's what we do: We sing, we praise, and we _
celebrate God's love. We celebrate the gift of>2ViOr deserves.

life with Alleluias and Amens. He is risen. Al Cl0Se with Verse 2 of the Easter hymn:
leluia! He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen! Walking the way, Christ in the center,
telling the story to open our eyes.

Breaking our bread, giving us glory,
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.

Anyone who has taught little ones knows the
simplicity and clarity of their questions can give
us pause. The reason we have done things for

years can escape us when we are asked why \R)@S‘_JS is risen and we shall grise.
do what we do. Give God the glory! Alleluia!

“Why do you throw a pinch of salt over your See you in worship.
shoulder?” Why do you kneel for communion? Pastor Kathy
‘Why do you make the sign of the cross?”

Whenever we do something for the first time, or
recall it newly, it makes us think. When we make the sign of the cross, we recall our

» . baptism, when the pastor made the sign of the cross
When we reflect on our traditions and habits, on our forehead. We reflect on Jesus’ death for our

they take on new meaning. So we recall our gjns and hold up the cross of Christ as the central
baptisms, talk about our worship patterns witRore of our identity. Martin Luther thought this

our children, or hear the old familiar stories tQgactice so important that he included it in the Small
in new ways. For all seven weeks of the Easteatechism. Making the sign of the cross is included
season, we are gifted to receive the sacramefs a part of both his morning and evening prayers.
of Holy Communion every time we gather for

worship. Jesus loved us more than life itself —

and promises to be present in the breaking of

the bread each time we do so in his name. This

Easter season we receive the familiar blessing

of Holy Communion in a special way as de-

scribed in our Easter hymmlleluia! Jesus Is

Risen! “He is arisen and we shall arise.”
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First Communion

Receiving First Communion on
Maundy Thursday was William
Reitz.

Synod Assembly

Nancy Locker and Bob Larson
along with Pastor Kathy will repre
sent St. John’s at the 2010 Syno
Assembly, which will be held May = - &
21-22 at Lutheran Church of Hop¢ = 1 £
in West Des Moines.

Dishwasher Update
In a roundabout way, the hailstormmong the singers at the worship ser-
on April 6 has affected installationvice in April led by our children and

of our new dishwasher. Our volunyouth were (left to right) Malynn Pavey,
teer installer, Fred Dillon, sustaineg2°Py and Cori Dahiby Albright and

. . Saac Olson.
major damage to his house and, as a

popular fix-it guy in town, has been

in great demand for repair projectle CA f .
. ) ood pantry in Ma
As of Ap_rll 25, only the electrical Needed at thEMICX food pe)l/ntry in
hookup is left to be done, Fred Sa)f\ﬁay are Jello, packaged puddings
and canned fruit. A collection bas-

Year-around shoppln_g ket is located in the entryway to th
You can purchase beautiful hand'sanctuary.

crafts year-around through the Lu-
theran World Relief Fair Trade  \Welcome Table

Handcralft Project. Copies of the  An artistic representation of the
2010 spring/summer catalog are oRoly Communion table will be on
the LWR table in the Fellowship display at St. John’s the weekends
Hall. If you see an item you'd like of May 8-9 and 15-16. Created by
to purchase, fill out one ofthe  |ocal artist Susan Mclntyre, it was
forms on the table or contact Nangyst used at one of the Wednesday
Locker. If we have an order of $30fbon ecumenical services in Lent.
or more, we are eligible for free

shipping. Purchases improve the Pans, bowls, plates....
lives of artisans around the world. They are piling up in the kitchen!

Look to see if anything belongs to
you/ If so, take it home!

I

THANK YOU

Dear Friends,
| just want to thank you for every-
thing these past weeks — espe-
cially for finding my hearing aid
two times. Thank you to Pastor
Kathy for coming and serving
communion. Thank you for the
prayers, pretty cards and those of
you who visited. Thank you to
Mary Martha for having circle
with me.

Lu Ahrens

Dave and | want to thank our St.
John’s family for meals, cards,
calls, visits and, most importantly,
prayers. Dave has had so much
support and comfort from so
many of you. And he has been my
rock and drive to go forward. |
hope to make my stay at St. Fran-
cis short and productive. | have
learned that Friends are Angels
Among Us.

Shirle Huth

Thank you to everyone who
helped with the youth-led worship
service on April 18 — and to the
children who participated. A spe-
cial thanks goes to Ryan and
Sarah Dahlby Albright, who

leplanned the service.

Special thanks to the “Easter
Bunny” for the basket of herb
plants that appeared Easter week-
end!

Pastor Kathy

2010 Financial Picture to Date
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Average amount needed every month: $20,000.
Average monthly amount received to date: $17,331.
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Loan program starting
through area churches

There is a new way to address poverty in Grinnell.i¢coa
loan finance program has been started to assist people in
need in our community.

The idea got its start last year at the First Preshyte

Looking back with gratitude

The Worship Committee wishes to thank many,
many people for their extra service during Lent,
Holy Week and Easter.

Many members of the congregation took part in
the “Conversations Overheard” on Wednesday
evenings during Lent — Eric Pavey, Eric Hartz,
Donna Beck, Dave Huth, Zach Osland, Sue

Church, which began making loans but soon realized it WaS\1cDonough, Austin Elling, Brenda Mikel, Alec

not equipped to run such a program. In exploring ways to
continue the effort, the church decided to affiliatehveit

non-profit student group at Grinnell College, Social Entre;
preneurs of Grinnell (SEG), that has been providing micro-
loans to organizations in developing countries.

Locally, the program provides no-interest loans to pemple
our community for things like purchasing
appliances, catching up on back rent, or

“This is the _ _ : ¢ |
community paying off hl_gh-lnterest ( pay(_jay ) loans.

. People receiving the loans still make
supporting

monthly payments (to the loan fund) but at
no extra cost to them. The amount of the

payment is determined by the financial cir-
cumstances of the recipient. The loan pay-
ments are put back into the fund, allowing
new loans to be made. A grant of $2,000 in seed money is
being used to start the local program.

For now, all referrals for loan recipients comeotigh Kelly

each other in
new and inno-
vative ways.”

Davis at MICA. Decisions on making the loans are made joy?

SEG, which includes two members of the community.

Grinnell churches have always been generous when it
comes to helping people in poverty. We give time, re-
sources and money to a number of local, not to mention
global, programs. Many of the programs address some a
pect of poverty in our community or in the larger

world. They depend on support from people just like us tg
really make a difference in people’s lives. We a@js@
money through the Grinnell Ministerial Association diig
to people who come to the church in crisis and need-shornt
term, emergency help. All of this work is essentiat| eer-
tainly is part of what being Christian is about.

One obvious advantage to this program is that it keeps on
giving. As people pay back their loans. the money id-avai
able to someone else in a similar situation. Thikascom-

munity supporting each other in new and innovative ways.

If you have need for a loan or know someone who might b
a candidate for a loan, contact Kelly Davis at MICA.
Information from the organizing group

U7
1

Henderson, Gary Cook, Brandon Mikel, Jo OI-
son, Verna Gerrish and John Martinek.

For the Palm Sunday weekend worship, hard-
working volunteers made the special service,
“The Cry of the Whole Congregation,” very
meaningful: Russ Crawford, Austin Elling, John
Martinek, Brandon Mikel, Jarrett Rose, Ryan
Dahlby Albright, Roger Henderson and Cheryl
Irland. The liturgical dancer, the Rev. Carolyn
Bittner, was given an honorarium for the two
services and numerous hours spent in rehearsal.
Thank you, also, to Mike Schaeffer who acted as
understudy during several rehearsals. Thanks to
Bob Roys for his assistance with the sound sys-
tem during rehearsals and services. For the Good
Friday service, we are grateful to Sue
McDonough for the clarinet accompaniment to
the choir piece.

Thank you to Alec Henderson, Brandon Mikel

nd Zach Osland for sharing their musical talents
on April 4, Easter Sunday. The organ/trumpet
pieces used for the processional and the reces-
sional were very special. Thanks also to Cheryl
Irland and Roger Henderson for the extra re-
hearsal time involved in assisting our talented
youth.

And thank you to Donna Beck for creating an-
other beautiful banner that made its first appear-
ance in our sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Donna
also cleverly turned the altar into a tomb
(complete with a stone to be rolled away come
Easter morn).

Finally, we are grateful to all who donated flow-
ers and decorated the sanctuary for Easter.

Lisa Henderson
Worship Committeair
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, MAY 1

Welcome Team: Sandy and Bob Falck
Reader. Shirle Huth

Communion Assistant:Bob Falck

SUNDAY, MAY 2

Acolyte:

Greeters: Kelly Rose, Karri Furness

Reader. Loren Kolpin

Communion Assistants:Sue McDonough, Bob Roys
Fellowship: N., B. Heineman, M., J. Ruchotzke
SATURDAY, MAY 8

Welcome Team Natalie and Eric Pavey

Reader. Karen Klug Frischmeyer

Communion Assistant:Dave Huth

SUNDAY, MAY 9

Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

Greeters: Jim and Sara Hegg Dunne

Reader.

Communion Assistants Kathy and Gaylen Johnson
Fellowship: J. and V. Frana, M. and D. Dufoe

SATURDAY, MAY 15

Welcome Team Nancy and Don Beck
Reader. Sue McDonough
Communion Assistant: Shirle Huth

SUNDAY, MAY 16

Acolyte: Chance Winburn

Greeters: Peggy and Loren Kolpin

Reader.

Communion Assistants:Loren and Peggy Kolpin
Fellowship: Youth

SATURDAY, MAY 22

Welcome Team Kathy Kriegel, Jessica Wilson
Reader. Terri Nath

Communion Assistant Bobbie Kahler

SUNDAY, MAY 23

Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Bob and Pat Larson

Reader.

Communion Assistants:Terry and Lynn Cline
Fellowship: Eric, Natalie Pavey; Bob, Pam Ashing

SATURDAY, MAY 29
Welcome Team Gladys Booth, Bev Cook
Reader. Jim Urfer

SUNDAY, MAY 30

Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton

Greeters: Nancy Locker and Addy Hanson

Reader. Dorothy Martinek

Fellowship: Kathy and Gaylen Johnson, Kelly Rose

USHERS ON SUNDAY:Rick Weigel, Duane Dufoe

(head ushers)John Martinek, Trent Baker, Russ Craw-

ford, Caprisse Honsbruch

MONEY COUNTERS: D., J. Marinek, D. Ruchotzke
NURSERY (May 2) Nicole Behrens; (9) Dorothy
Wade (16 and 23) Vicki Dillon; (30) Scott Bosse
ALTAR GUILD

MAY 1-MAY 12 — Vicki Dillon, Jean Frana

MONTH OF MAY — Dorothy Martinek

MAY 12-JUNE 10 — Bobbie Kahler, Marilyn Deppe
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Highlights of council meeting

The following is a summary of the Church Council on April 6.
THE SEMIANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held
after worship on Sunday, June 13. Committee reports for
the meeting booklet are due at the next council meet-
@ ing, May 11, so that the booklet can be printed and
available two weeks before the meeting. The two-year
terms of the following committee chairs expire thiaryd.isa
Henderson, worship; Kelly Rose, education; Donna Beck,-stew
ardship; Dan Huebner, properties. Council members can serve
two two-year terms.

PasTorR KATHY asked council members to alert her when
someone in the congregation is ill or otherwise indrefepas-
toral care.

THE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY WORSHIP FOLDERS have been
combined when possible in an effort to save paper andrstrea
line the work of the staff.

BECAUSE we have new plates and cups to use with our new
dishwasher, the old dishes are no longer needed. The&CWE
board will be asked to decide on what to do with them.

AT THE TIME of the council meeting, it was not known if the
church building sustained damage in the wind and hail April

Women'’s retreat planned

The rolling hills surrounding the Sinsinawa Mound Center in
southwestern Wisconsin will provide an inspiring settimgat
St. John’s women'’s retreat éniday, July 16, and Saturday,
July 17. The event will include fellowship, reflection, prayer
and learning. Muriel will lead the study sessions onalpét
“Becoming a Blessed Church.”

The retreat will start at 3 p.m. Friday and end at 3 Satur-

day. The cost, which includes lodging and meals, is $65. Space
is limited to 16. If there is enough interest, a stoplvei made

in nearby historic Galena, lllinois.

Reservations, including payment, are due in the churcteoffic

by July 1. Checks should be made out to St. John’s WELCA.
For more information, contact Nancy Locker.

WISH LIST

A two-shelf wood bookcase for the Meeting Room

Wall clock for the Adult Education Room

Bibles for the Adult Education Room., preferably NSRWNI
Today’'s English, The Message or a large-pringiger

Contact Pastor Kathy or Muriel if you can help. Thanks!
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GETTING
ACQUAINTED

to our baptized members who have birthdays in May

Ask Bobbie Kahler to describe herself and she may 2 May 13 May 23
has an immediate response: “'m a child of | Kurt Falck Renee Beach  A.J. Baker
God,” she says. “That is my main identity. Eve- Abigail Furness ~EfiC Hartz May 24
rything else comes second.” Irene Morrison ~ Barb Havel Harry Ashby
Bobbie was the first woman to serve onthe | Sarah Reitz May 14 May 25
Church Council at St. May 4 gtate#n D”I\r/l‘”e_ Nathan Weigel
John’s (in the early Warren Busse ephanie Morrison May 26
1970s). She is currently on May 5 gﬁgig Sufoe Ken Pearce
the council again, this time  p,sajie Hartzell Diane Ruchotzke
as chair of the Fellowship May 18
Committee. May 6 . Arlene Davenport V& 28
Jenna Morrison Matthew Erick Anna Jasch
A member Of St JOhn’S Ka'en Winburn a ew Erckson M 29
since 1952, when she ang May 19 ay
May 7 Deb Benhart
her late husband moved tp , Kate Henderson i -helle Honsbruch
Bobbie Kahler Grinnell, Bobbie has also Eunice Kelm i i
d May 20 Jimmy Pinkerton
served on three Call Committees, handled everj#ay 8 Jason Hatcher
possible job in the area of education, and begn Melvin Beck : May 30
. ; i Irene Morrison  Genevieve Urfer
active in congregational women’s groups. (‘I | VIic Frana May 21
think I've done everything at St. John's except James Havel ] a% Reid May 31
music,” she says.” | like music but I'm just nol May 9 erry Rel Nicole Behrens
gOOd at it.") Dave Wierson May 22 Gladys Booth
Bobbie taught elementary school in Grinnell for Gail Beck
4g Y Michael Reid

many years. In retirement, volunteering has

been front and center in her life. In addition tad

church activities, she has served on the Library

Happy Birthday to everyone!

Board and the Community Theater board an
been president of the Grinnell Regional Med
cal Center Auxiliary. In the early 1980s, she

was part of the group that started Second Mil

When it comes to helping with causes she bet

lieves in, “l can’t say no,” she says.

Bobbie has a son who is married and lives in
LaJunta, Colorado, a small city in the southea
ern part of the state. He and his wife have a
daughter — Bobbie’s granddaughter — who
16.

Asked to mention something about herself that

most people might not know, Bobbie laughed

1%

|St-

and said that everyone knows everything abog
her. “I'm kind of an open book,” she said.

One of a series of brief profiles of members of
St. John’s Church Council.

ut

Sharing a common birthday month, Loren Kolpin and Kayne

Pavey share a table and treats at the churchwide birthday party
after worship on April 25. Thanks to Bobbie Kahler, chair of the
Fellowship Committee, and the 12 hosts/hostesses who served
birthday cakes at beautiful month-themed tables.






LOVE LETTER Non-profit Org.

St. John's Lutheran Church gASIDPostage
1224 East Street Grinnell. lowa
Grinnell, lowa 50112 Permit #134

(641) 236-4946

MAY 2010

The LOVE LETTER is published monthly by St. John’s
Lutheran Church. Deadline for each issue is the

15th of the previous month. Contact: Mary Schuchmann,
schuchr@pcpartner.net

Return Service Requested

OUR BENEVOLENCE DOLLARS
Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach

half-time ELCA chaplaincy position.
The chaplain helps people through a
difficult, uncertain and often fright-
ening time, bringing the love and
compassion of Christ by providing a
listening ear, the sacraments, scrip-
ture and prayer. As part of the UIHC
chaplaincy staff, the ELCA chaplain

One of a series of articles on mi
istries that St. John’s supports
through its annual budget. The
2010 budget includes $1,200 for
Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach.

IT is easy for Pastor Kathy and
Muriel to make hospital calls at

Grinnell Regional
Medical Center. It is
more difficult to visit

is available to anyone as time al-
lows, not just ELCA members,

Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach is supported by gifts

patients who are hospitalized in Des e ) .
from individuals, synod congregations and organiza-

Moines and lowa City, . e , 2 :
) _ __ tions. The hospital is not involved in hiring or funding
That is where Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach fits in¢haplains

Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach is a non-profit organthe program is working to expand from a half-time
zation dedicated to providing spiritual care to patientfaplain to a full-time position. A full-time chaplain
families and hospital staff at the University of lowa \yqyid provide more spiritual care to ELCA-member

Hospitals and Clinics (UIHC) in lowa City. It was eSpatients and also enhance the interfaith ministrjpef t
tablished in 2005 when budget constraints caused biygram.

theran Services in lowa (LSI) to drop its funding of _ _ L _
an ELCA chaplain at the lowa City facility. Support from congregations like St. John’s is a vital
part of the financing of this important ministry.

Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach raises funds and pro- ‘ ion f h haolai h
vides the direction and administration for (currently) a Information from Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreac



