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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
ELCA 
1224 East Street 
Grinnell, IA 50112 
(641) 236-4946 
stjohngr@iowatelecom.net  
www.stjohngrinnell.org 
 

 
The Rev. Kathryn Roys, pastor 
pastorkathy@iowatelecom.net 
 

Muriel Johannessen, 
Associate in Ministry 
muriel@iowatelecom.net 
 
WORSHIP 
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
During the school year 
 

ADULT FORUM 
During the school year 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8 a.m. to noon. At other times, leave 
a message at the office, 236-4946 
 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
Nancy Heineman, president 
Bob Larson, vice president 

Vicki Dillon, secretary 
Rose Osland, treasurer 

Dan Huebner, Properties 
Donna Beck, Stewardship 

Kelly Rose, Education 
Lisa Henderson, Worship  

    Bobbie Kahler, Fellowship 
 Kathy Johnson, Service 

Fred England and  
Sue McDonough, Evangelism 

Chad Nath,  Youth 
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S everal questions 
have been whirl-

ing through my brain 
recently.  
As I read the Old 
Testament stories for 
mid-May telling of 
the holy cloud filling 
the tent of the taber-
nacle during the Exo-

dus, and later filling the temple in Jerusalem, I 
saw how that gave a clear sign to the people of 
Israel that God was there, with them.   
The question that arose for me through those 
readings was, “What signs does God give us 
today to indicate God’s presence with us?”  An-
other question coming from the one posed by 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Who is Christ for us to-
day?” is this:  “Do we see Jesus as fulfilling his 
promise to be with us always, or do we see him 
as a spirit viewing us from afar?”   
The last questions stem from these.  Throughout 
history, God has sent leaders and/or messengers 
with a word of warning when people had gone 
astray, or a word of hope when God’s people 
were suffering.  Jesus brought the most power-
ful message, of course, opening the door of sal-
vation for us.  
As I look at the world around us, in need of re-
awakening to God’s truth and returning to 
God’s path, my question is, “Who has God sent 
today with the call to turn back to the Lord?”   
Prophets throughout the centuries came with 
God’s message, but while they may not be 
dressed in skins and eating locusts and honey as 
John the Baptist did, God does still speak to us 
through other people.   
And a further question, “Are we listening?”  Is 
it God’s desire that we in the church  become 

messengers to the pagan world around us, re-
vealing to a hurting, longing world that Christ is 
alive, and that faith and trust in God is the only 
source of peace?   I believe that is what God is 
saying to us.   
Further, I believe it will be revealed to others 
through lives which show that we walk daily 
with Jesus, not just drop in for a brief visit dur-
ing Saturday or Sunday worship.  It is revealed 
in what we do and don’t say, as well as in how 
we interact with others.  
Will you ask yourself this question, pausing to 
listen to God for the answer:  “Who is Christ for 
me today, and who is God calling me to be as 
God’s child and Christ’s disciple?”  Then, as 
you are called, go forth and proclaim the mes-
sage God gives you, in the name of Jesus.  
May God richly bless your discipleship road.   

                                                              Muriel            

 
 

Walking the discipleship road 

Muriel Johannessen 
Associate in Ministry 



 

In sympathy 
Sympathy is extended to the family 
and friends of Dorothea Heneke, a 
former member who died May 17 
Her funeral was held May 21 in 
DeWitt, Iowa. Her daughter, Darla 
Pearce, is a member of St. John’s.  
 

Needed at MICA 
Laundry detergent and dishwashing 
soap are the items needed this 
month at the MICA food pantry. A 
collection basket is located in the 
entranceway to the sanctuary. We 
delivered 54 pounds of donations in 
early May. 

 
 

 

Graduates 
Congratulations to our three 2010 
Grinnell High School graduates – 
Alec Henderson, Brandon Mikel 

and Laura Weigel. Each 
has had an outstanding 

high school career and has 
contributed to the life of St. John’s. 
Alec and Brandon have sung in the 
St. John’s Senior Choir and been 
part of brass ensembles that have 
played at worship; Laura has helped 
staff the nursery on Sundays during 
worship. Alec is headed to Luther 
College, Brandon to Iowa State 
University, and Laura to the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa. Good 
wishes for your college years and 
beyond. 
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THANK YOU 
THANK YOU  to Pastor Kathy, 
Muriel and others who visited me 
and sent cards during my recov-
ery from foot surgery. 

                                     Alice Beck 

THANK YOU  for all the cards, 
prayers, well wishes and food I 
received from the St. John’s con-
gregation while I was recovering 
from knee surgery. The Lord has 
been walking with me every step 
of the way. If you ever wonder if 
any kindness, big or small, makes 
a difference, I can tell you it cer-
tainly does. Many thanks to all of 
you. 

                                  Molly Urfer  
 

MANY THANKS to those who 
helped with Sunday School and 
with the once-a-month First 
Wednesday program during the 
past school year. Sunday School 
teachers were Ryan and Sarah 
Dahlby Albright, Pam Ashing, 
Nicole Behrens, Pat Gustafson, 
Bev Huebner, Keith Osland, 
Natalie Pavey, Kelly Rose, Kris 
Stepanek, Muriel and Pastor 
Kathy. Assisting Muriel with the 
First Wednesday activities were 
Pam Ashing, Nicole Behrens and 
Natalie Pavey.  
 

A BIG thank you to everyone 
who contributed and arranged the 
flowers in the sanctuary for the 
Pentecost services. 

 

Snapshot of church finances  
Comparison of our offerings and 
our budget through April. 
Offerings to date:  $70,885 
Expenses to date:  $83,326 
Budget to date:  $83,600 
Expenses vs. Offerings:  ($12,715) 

Semiannual Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, June 13, after worship  

At the semiannual congregational meeting in June, committee and or-
ganization reports are reviewed, and new officers and council members 
are elected. The written report that will be used at the meeting will be 
available starting the weekend of May 29-30.  

Council Conversation  
Sunday, June 6, after worship 

To hear about your dreams for St John’s, to answer questions before our 
semiannual meeting and to reflect on our life together as a church here 
and beyond, an open forum will be held after worship in the Adult Edu-
cation Room.  President Nancy Heineman, President-Elect and Synod 
Assembly delegate Bob Larson, as well as Pastor Kathy, Muriel and 
Synod Assembly delegate Nancy Locker will be present over coffee for 
conversation. The forum is not intended to take the place of discussion at 
the semiannual meeting, but is meant to be an additional, informal time 
to discuss church matters (and dreams) with your leadership. 



S M A L L - G R O U P  S T U D Y  
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Sound intriguing? Join Pastor Kathy for a four-
session, informal, light-hearted study complete 
with cartoon drawings and group activities. Come 
as you are, (Shorts are permitted but not required!) 
Sign up or show up for one session or all four. Pas-
tor Kathy will lead. Everyone is welcome.  

Thursdays at 6:45 a.m., Saints Rest, starting June 3 
OR 

Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at the church, starting June 8   
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Draft of Social Statement on Genetics available 
The draft of a new ELCA Social Statement on Genetics has been completed by the church’s Task Force on Genetics It 
will be considered by the 2011 Churchwide Assembly. A copy of the draft statement is available in the church office. 

ELCA social statements are theological and teaching documents. They assist the ELCA and its members to reach in-
formed judgments on social issues from a perspective of faith. They are intended to cultivate individual and community 
deliberation as well as to guide moral formation. They govern this church’s institutional policy in terms of its social wit-
ness and guide its work as a public church. Social statements are developed through an extensive process of deliberation 
involving the whole church and are adopted by a two-thirds majority of a churchwide assembly. 
 
Several basis convictions undergird the draft: 

Lutheran Christians view the unprecedented potential in genetic research and its application with both promise and 
caution and the belief that we are accountable to God who is both creative and steadfast. 

It teaches from Scripture that human beings are responsible as “imaginative stewards” who are called to dedicate 
themselves to the flourishing of life. 

It also teaches from Scripture that sin (human fault) troubles all human efforts and must be acknowledged and taken 
into account as decisions are rendered regarding research and application of genetic knowledge. 

Given the scope of both promise and peril, the moral imperative to guide the use of genetic knowledge in medicine, 
agriculture and other arenas should be “to respect and promote the community of life with justice and wisdom.” 

Genetic developments dramatically affect nature and human society and the ELCA is called to take up its responsi-
bility to encourage and advocate for the use of genetic knowledge according to that imperative. It also is called 
to practice respect and care for all people affected by the personal and policy decisions that must be made. 

Toward those ends, the draft provides a framework to guide reflection, deliberation and action  
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With Muriel 
The Monday morning Bible Study has begun a 
look at 1 John. The group meets every Monday 
morning in the Meeting Room. 

In July, Muriel will start a study of the Lord’s 
Prayer. The class will meet on a weekday eve-
ning. Watch for details. 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION 
The novel “Same Kind of Different as Me” has 
been recommended as a book to make you think 
in new ways about the issue of prejudice and the 
qualities of faith and forgiveness. Read the book 
this month in preparation for a discussion some-
time in July. 



VA C AT I O N  B I B L E  S C H O O L  
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A Cosmic Adventure Praising God! 

Sunday through Thursday, July 11-15 
6-8:15 p.m. 

United Methodist Church 

Through daily “missions” based on Scripture readings, kids will 
gain a new perspective on our plant Earth, and learn easy 
‘green’ earth tips they can practice at home. The cosmic combi-
nation of faith and fun is designed to help children develop a 
personal relationship with God and Jesus Christ. 

Open to all children in the community finishing kindergarten 
through fourth grade.  A Junior Astronaut program is available 
for kids in grades 5 and 6. To make sure no one gets lost in 
space, teen and adult helpers are needed. 

Registration forms are available in the church office. 
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SATURDAY,  JUNE 5 
Welcome Team:  Shirle and Dave Huth 
Reader:  Ted Urfer 
 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 6 
Acolyte:  Eli Dunne 
Greeters: Deb and Lance Longman 
Reader: Sue McDonough 
Communion Assistants: Jim and Molly Urfer 
Fellowship:  Sue McDonough, Addy Hanson 
 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 12 
Welcome Team: Bobbie Kahler, Sue McDonough 
Reader:  Nancy Beck 
Communion Assistant: Karen Klug-Frischmeyer 
 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 13 
Acolyte: Barrett Anderson 
Greeters:  John and Dorothy Martinek 
Reader: Jarrett Rose 
Communion Assistants: John and Dorothy Martinek 
Fellowship: C., S. Dudley, J., M. Urfer 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 19 
Welcome Team: Karen Frischmeyer, Gladys Booth 
Reader:  Nicole Behrens 
Communion Assistant:  Norm Erickson 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 20 
Acolyte: Chance Winburn 
Greeters:  Linda and Paul Nowasell 
Reader: Bob Roys 
Communion Assistants: Bob and Pam Ashing 
Fellowship:  Youth 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 26 
Welcome Team: Kathy Barger and Vera Warnke 
Reader:  Carolyn Bosse 
Communion Assistant:  Sue McDonough 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 27 
Acolyte: Sarah Reitz 
Greeters:  Erika and Mike Olson 
Reader: Mike Schaeffer 
Fellowship:  John, Dorothy Martinek, Lisa Henderson 
 

 USHERS ON SUNDAY 
Lamoyne Gaard and Tom Ford (head ushers)  
Bob Larson, Addy Hanson, Jarren Ford, Scott Bosse 

MONEY COUNTERS 
Bob Ashing and Sarah Dahlby Albright  

NURSERY 
(June 6)  Laura Weigel (13) Dorothy Wade  
(20) (27) Vicki Dillon 

ALTAR GUILD  
June 1-June 9  — Bobbie Kahler, Marilyn Deppe 
Month of June  — Diane Ruchotzke 
June 9-July 14  — Sue McDonough 
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 

Church Council Summary 
The following are highlights of the Church Council meeting 
held on May 11. 

Pastor Kathy encourages our youth to consider attending 
ELCA-affiliated summer camps. Information and financial as-
sistance are available. Families who are interested are invited to 
talk to Pastor Kathy. 

A Finance Committee will be appointed by the council to re-
search and develop an investment policy for the church. 

An outdoor worship service will be held sometime this summer. 
Another neighborhood evangelism outreach is planned for the 
summer. 

A retreat for new and retiring council members will be held 
June 23 at the Lake Ponderosa home of Nancy and Brian Heine-
man. 

RETREAT IN JULY 
An overnight retreat for women of St. John’s  is planned for 
July 15-16 at the Sinsinawa Mound Center in southwestern 
Wisconsin. The study sessions, led by Muriel, will focus on 
“Becoming a Blessed Church.”  The cost, which includes over-
night lodging and meals, is $65. The registration deadline is 
June 10. For more information or to register, contact Nancy 
Locker. 
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to our baptized members who were born in June 

GETTING 
ACQUAINTED 

 

Kelly Rose’s busy life is even busier these days. As 
head of the Grinnell Parks and Recreation Department, 
she has supervised construction of the new Grinnell Mu-

tual Family Aquatic Center, set to 
open June 5. And that’s in addi-
tion to her normal duties of ad-
ministering the city’s rec program. 

It’s also on top of her involvement 
at St. John’s. Kelly is completing 
her second term on the Church 
Council. She served her first term, 
as secretary, and most recently has 
headed the Education Committee. 
(She also stepped up last fall to 
help coordinate St. John’s com-

munity Thanksgiving dinner.) 

All that is possible because Kelly is highly efficient and 
organized. “I have ’to do’ lists at home and at work so I 
don’t forget anything. I love checking it off when I ac-
complish something.” 

She shops for groceries once a month (with weekly trips 
for milk, bread and produce), prepares and freezes food 
she can use for her evening meals, and keeps a family 
calendar (color-coded for each person) on the refrigera-
tor door. Amazingly, she is in bed by 9 p.m. most nights 
and gets eight to nine hours of sleep a night. “I have al-
ways wondered what I could accomplish if I needed 
only six hours of sleep at night,” she says. 

Kelly and her husband, Chad, have two boys, Jarrett, 9, 
and Eli, 7. Her parents, Gaylen and Kathy Johnson, are 
active members of St. John’s (her mother also serves on 
the Church Council). Two years ago, Kelly’s twin sis-
ter, Karri, returned with her family to Grinnell. It’s 
great to be close to family, Kelly says. 

Kelly’s job is a natural for someone with her  passion 
for sports and fitness. In high school, she participated 
in “everything except tennis.” She majored in exercise 
science at the University of Iowa and later earned a 
graduate degree from Drake University in public ad-
ministration in the health care field. She runs regularly 
and competes in running events and triathlons. 

She appreciates the close-knit community within the 
church and around the town. “I know the kids and I 
know the families,” she says. “I really like that.” 

One of a series of brief profiles of members of  St. 
John’s Church Council. 

June 1 
Amy Anderson 
Brandon Mikel  

June 3 
Morgan Boehmer 
Lisa Busse 

June 4 
Ernest Blankenfeld 
Jordan Esbrook  

June 5 
Audrey England  

June 6 
Jim Booth 
Gordon Bosse 

June 9 
Trent Tish 
Cindy Wemer 
Jessica Wilson 

June 11 
Richard Weigel  

 

June 12 
Lisa Henderson 
David Ness  

June 15 
Ruth Dalldorf 
Alex Huebner  

June 16 
Prescott Arendt 
Shawne Wittrock 

June  17 
Bradley Nowasell 
Sophia Stone 

June 18  
David Beck 
Bobbie Kahler  

June 19 
Karen Beck 
Sara Hegg Dunne 
Alisha Ford 
Allison Hagemeister 
Kayne Pavey  

 

June 20 
Gaylen Johnson 
Richard Kelm 
Eric Pavey  

June 22 
Scott Lebeck 
Janell Luebben  

June 23 
Gabrielle Dahlby 
    Albright 
Natalie Dunn 
Jody Potter 
Kent Rasmussen 

June 28 
Renee Pearce Han 
 

June 29 
Dawn Jaeger  

June 30 
Deb Longman 
Madge Ruchotzke 

 
 

 

Confirmed on May 3 at St. John’s were eighth-grader s (left 
to right) Chance Winburn, Eli Dunne and Rachel 
Pinkerton. As part of their two-year study, they wr ote a 
personal statement of faith, which they read aloud at wor-
ship on that day. 

Kelly Rose 
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One of a series of articles that St. John’s supports 
through its annual budget. Our congregation has con-
tributed to Bread for the World for many years. The 
2010 budget includes $35 for Bread for the World. 

Bread for the World is a collective Christian move-
ment that advocates on behalf of reducing hunger at 
home and abroad. It is based 
on the belief that God's grace 
in Jesus Christ moves us to 
help our neighbors, whether 
they live in the next house, 
the next state, or the next continent. Through a variety 
of advocacy measures, the non-partisan group works 
with the nation's decision-makers to change policies, 
programs and conditions that allow hunger and pov-
erty to persist. 

It got its start in 1972, when a small group of Catho-
lics and Protestants met to reflect on how persons of 

faith could be mobilized to influence U.S. policies that 
address the causes of hunger. It has grown over the 
past 38 years to represent a broad spectrum of church 
organizations and faith communities — Protestant, 
Catholic and Orthodox. 

Each year, Bread for the World invites churches 
across the country to take up a 
nationwide Offering of Letters 
to members of Congress on an 
issue that is important to hun-
gry and poor people. 

Financial contributions from individuals, churches and 
organizations help support the administrative costs of 
Bread for the World. According to the Bread for the 
World website, every $1 donated raises $100 to fight 
hunger.  

                                From Bread for the World website 

O U R  B E N E V O L E N C E  D O L L A R S  

Bread for the World  


